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1 So in original. Probably should not be capitalized. 

Reorganization of Executive Agencies, see Executive 

Order No. 6166, §§ 1, 2, promulgated June 10, 1933, set out 

as a note under section 901 of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

Right of action for death or personal injury within 

national park or other place under exclusive jurisdic-

tion of United States or governed by State laws, see 

section 457 of Title 16, Conservation. 

§ 161. Title of Superintendent of Capitol Building 
and Grounds changed to Architect of Capitol 

The title of ‘‘Superintendent of the Capitol 
Building and Grounds’’ is changed to ‘‘Architect 
of the Capitol.’’ 

(Feb. 14, 1902, ch. 17, 32 Stat. 20; Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 
124, 41 Stat. 1291.) 

CODIFICATION 

The title of Architect of the Capitol was changed to 

Superintendent of the Capitol Building and Grounds, by 

act Feb. 14, 1902, popularly known as the ‘‘Urgent Defi-

ciency Appropriation Act for 1902’’. 

Act Mar. 3, 1921, restored the original title, and is 

based on the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Ap-

propriation Act Mar. 3, 1921, fiscal year 1922. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Act May 2, 1828, ch. 45, § 1, 4 Stat. 266, abolished office 

of Architect of the Capitol. The duties of that office 

were transferred to Commissioner of Public Buildings 

and Grounds, appointed by President under act April 

29, 1816, ch. 150, § 2, 3 Stat. 324, to succeed a previously 

existing board of three commissioners of Public Build-

ings and Grounds. 

Act Mar. 3, 1829, ch. 151, § 2, 4 Stat. 363, authorized 

President to continue office of Architect of the Capitol 

long enough to complete work in progress. 

Act Sept. 30, 1850, ch. 90, § 1, 9 Stat. 538, made appro-

priation for ‘‘the extension of the Capitol’’ according to 

the plan as might be approved by the President, to be 

expended under his direction, ‘‘by such architect as he 

may appoint to execute the same.’’ Subsequent acts 

frequently referred to the Architect of the Capitol or to 

the Architect of the Capitol Extension. 

Act Mar. 2, 1867, ch. 167, § 2, 14 Stat. 466, abolished of-

fice of Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds 

referred to in section 162 of this title, and transferred 

the duties of that office to the Chief of Engineers of the 

Army. 

Act Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, § 1, 19 Stat. 147, transferred 

duties relative to the Capitol theretofore performed by 

Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds to Ar-

chitect of the Capitol. 

§ 161a. Repealed. June 20, 1929, ch. 33, § 6, 46 
Stat. 39 

Section, act May 24, 1924, ch. 183, 43 Stat. 149, related 

to compensation of employees of the office of the Ar-

chitect of the Capitol. Under section 3 of act June 20, 

1929, such employees came within the Classification 

Act of 1923, which was set out in section 661 et seq. of 

former Title 5, Executive Departments and Govern-

ment Officers and Employees. The Classification Act of 

1923 was repealed, and superseded by the Classification 

Act of 1949, which was repealed by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), 

Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 644. The former provisions of the 

Classification Act of 1949 are now covered by chapter 51 

and subchapter III of chapter 53 of Title 5, Government 

Organization and Employees. 

§ 162. Architect of Capitol; powers and duties 

The Architect of the Capitol shall perform all 
the duties relative to the Capitol Building per-
formed prior to August 15, 1876, by the Commis-
sioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, and 

shall be appointed by the President: Provided, 
That no change in the architectural features of 
the Capitol Building or in the landscape features 
of the Capitol Grounds shall be made except on 
plans to be approved by Congress. 

(Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, 19 Stat. 147; Feb. 14, 1902, 
ch. 17, 32 Stat. 20; Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 124, 41 Stat. 
1291.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Change of name of Architect of the Capitol, functions 

abolished, transferred, etc., by prior acts, see Codifica-

tion and Prior Provisions notes set out under section 

161 of this title. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Appropriations under control of the Architect of the 

Capitol, see section 166a–1 of this title. 
Duties of Architect with respect to Library of Con-

gress Building, see sections 141 and 143 of Title 2, The 

Congress. 

§ 162–1. Appointment of Architect of Capitol 

(a)(1) The Architect of the Capitol shall be ap-
pointed by the President by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate for a term of 10 years. 

(2) There is established a commission to rec-
ommend individuals to the President for ap-
pointment to the Office of Architect of the Cap-
itol. The Commission 1 shall be composed of— 

(A) the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, 

(B) the President pro tempore of the Senate, 
(C) the majority and minority leaders of the 

House of Representatives and the Senate, and 
(D) the chairmen and the ranking minority 

members of the Committee on House Adminis-
tration of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Rules and Administration 
of the Senate. 

The commission shall recommend at least three 
individuals for appointment to such office. 

(3) An individual appointed Architect of the 
Capitol under paragraph (1) shall be eligible for 
reappointment to such office. 

(b) Subsection (a) of this section shall be effec-
tive in the case of appointments made to fill va-
cancies in the Office of Architect of the Capitol 
which occur on or after November 21, 1989. If no 
such vacancy occurs within the six-year period 
which begins on November 21, 1989, no individual 
may, after the expiration of such period, hold 
such office unless the individual is appointed in 
accordance with subsection (a) of this section. 

(Pub. L. 101–163, title III, § 319, Nov. 21, 1989, 103 
Stat. 1068.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Administration of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Oversight 

of House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 

One Hundred Fourth Congress, Jan. 4, 1995. 

§ 162a. Compensation of Architect of Capitol 

The compensation of the Architect of the Cap-
itol shall be at an annual rate which is equal to 
the annual rate of basic pay payable for posi-
tions at level III of the Executive Schedule 
under section 5314 of title 5. 
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